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          Go The Extra Mile For Birds

          Your contribution will be matched dollar-for-dollar. Act by December 31!
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						Take Action

							
			
You can have a direct impact on the issue of pesticides and birds. Here are some of the ways you can help.


		

			
	
		
					

	

		
							
						Avoid Use of Neonic Insecticides
						
						
							Hundreds of insecticide products on the market contain neonicotinoid insecticides that are toxic to birds and other wildlife. They are often marketed as products for ornamental plants in either nursery or home garden settings.

To avoid these products, look for these active ingredients: acetamiprid, clothianidin, dinotefuran, imidacloprid, thiacloprid and thiamethoxam. Some of these same products go by several different distributor names, such as the Ortho™, Bayer Advanced™ or other brand names.

Inspect the label of any insecticide labeled as “systemic” for the presence of neonicotinoid active ingredients. Learn more.

Read our report, “The Impact of the Nation’s Most Widely Used Insecticides on Birds,” which reviews 200 studies on neonicotinoids including industry research obtained through the US Freedom of Information Act.

Also see our 2015 report on neonicotinoids found in the dining halls of the U.S. Congress. More than 90 percent of foods sampled contained the chemicals.

						

					
	
						Try Alternatives to Rat Poisons
						
						
							Instead of using toxic mouse and rat poisons such as d-CON,  try alternative methods such as trapping rodents, using snap and zap traps, eliminating food sources, and rat-proofing buildings.

Visit our rat-and-mouse control collaboration, saferodentcontrol.org, which outlines safe and effective techniques for rodent control problems.

						

					
	
						Avoid Herbicides
						
						
							Herbicides such as Round-up, once thought relatively safe, are now known to be toxic to wildlife and especially to aquatic organisms. Wherever possible, steer clear of these toxic products.

Instead, to control weeds, try weeding by hand or using a variety of alternatives, such as vinegar, dish soap, boiling water, and corn gluten.

						

					
	
						Stand Up for Birds
						
						
							Our action alert page makes it easy to stand up for birds on important topics like pesticide use. Check to see what alerts are active now. 

						

					
	
						Live a Bird-Friendly Life
						
						
							Visit our Bird-Friendly life page to find more ways to help birds through simple, everyday actions.

						

					
	
						Explore Our Databases
						
						
								The Avian Incident Monitoring System (AIMS) is a cooperative program between American Bird Conservancy (ABC) and the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The program is dedicated to improving identification, investigation, and laboratory analysis of pesticide poisoned birds.
	The Birds in Agricultural Areas (BIAA) database is a cooperative program between ABC, George Mason University, and the EPA. We hope to identify the extent to which bird species in North America use agricultural fields both geographically and seasonally as primary or incidental habitat for foraging, breeding, cover, or roosting.


						

					
	
						Share the Love of Birds
						
						
							We’ve made it easy to share information about birds affected by pesticides and by toxics like lead. Just visit these pages and use the icons on the left to spread the word on social media or via email!

	Bobolink
	Golden Eagle 
	Swainson’s Hawk


						

					
	
						Learn More
						
						
							About Neonicotinolds:

ABC’s media release on neonicotinoids and birds

Full report on neonicotinoid insecticides and birds

Media release on neonicotinoids and birdseed

ABC’s letter to birdseed manufacturers

Neonicotinoids sign-on letters: USFS, NPS, and BLM, September 30, 2014

Article about neonicotinoids in Bird Conservation magazine

Earth Focus KCET-TV, Neonicotinoids: The New DDT?

White House Task Force on Pollinator Health – ABC comments submitted to EPA docket, November 2014

Response to EPA announcement on neonicotinoids, April 2, 2015

European Academies Science Advisory Council report on Ecosystem Services, Agriculture and Neonicotinoids, April 8, 2015 

Grassland Birds & Pesticides:

Grassland birds and pesticides media release

Grassland birds PLOS One study

NYT editorial on toxic threats to grassland birds

Sulfoxaflor:

Sulfoxaflor media release

Sulfoxaflor sign-on letters: letter 1, letter 2

d-CON:

ABC letter to d-CON company

d-CON editorial, Bird Calls, February 2013

d-CON media releases: January 2013, March 2013

d-CON victory

d-CON Power-brands shopping guide

Coalition letter to Calif. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation on second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides

Detailed comment letter to California Department of Pesticide Regulation

Safe Rodent Control Resource Center

Incident Reporting:

Incident Reporting and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act

Memorandum of Understanding, March 7, 2014

ABC comment letter to Avitrol

						

					
	
						Donate
						
						
							Your gift to ABC will be put to good use on behalf of birds. It will have positive effects for people, too!

Please donate today.
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